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FigNo 1

ORIGINAL TREE SURROUND AND PLAQUE c. 1918
Tree No 102 planted for W M Boadle L CP LR $* Batt.

(This tree is just North of the Cairn, in front of the
Leishman home)

KINGSTON AVENUE OF HONOUR



1.0 INTRODUCTION

The planting of the 286 elms started in 1918. They were planted by the families
of the men and women, who enlisted from the Shire of Creswick te serve in the
First World War. Each tree had a cast iron name plate.

At the time the Shire of Creswick and Borough of Creswick were separate
councils. (refer to page 6 for Districts represented in the Shire)

Kingston housed the Shire Offices and thus became the site for the Avenue of
Honour. It was officially dedicated in 1927. The Monument has details of the
event. (Refer to Fig 2) The Avenue of Honour is now within The Hepburn Shire.

The Avenue of Honour is located along the Kingston Road from the Midland
Highway to the Stag Road, just south of the Kingston township. It is
approximately 3 km long. It runs through farmland with rich volcaniec soil, and
is used for cropping and grazing. The trees are spaced about 20m apart and set
well back from the edge of the road. This has given them plenty of room to grow.

-

FORMATION OF “THE FRIENDS”

In February 1999 a group of interested and concerned people formed “The
Friends of the Avemue — Kingston.” They became a sub committee of The

Kingston Community Recreation Centre then set out to seek funding and to
inform people of the project.

On Sunday June 6" 1999 a working bee was held to clean up the Avenue trees.
This involved remeving suckers, some pruning and clean up of rubbish along the
Aveaue. They hoped to complete the East side of the Avenue that day.

To their surprise 90 Volunteers participated and they were able to clean up all
trees. This was a mammoth task since some suckers were more like trees
themselves.
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2.0 BACKGROUND TO THE MANAGEMENT PLAN

In 1999 The Hepburn Shire gave a grant of $500- towards the development of a
management plan for The Avenue of Honour.

On the 24" October, 1999 six arborists denated a day of their time to carry out a
tree survey on the Kingston Avenue of Honour.

This survey was to be used to develop this Management Plan for the fature care
of The Avenue.

The six Arborists who teok part in the survey were Robert Amor, David Grant,
Trevor Lawrence, Paul Norguay, Philip Smallman and Shane Jeffrey.

The Trees were assessed on Location details:- plague aumber and name on
plaques, overhead services, adjacent land use, tree details- Age, Health,
Structure, Disease, Height, Trunk Diameter at Breast Height and Works
required.

Refer to: Appentdix 1 Tree survey information
Appendix 2 Tree survey collection sheets.
Appendix 3 West side Inspection Data
Appendix 4 East side Inspection Data

Appendix 5 Inspection Data Summary

Y
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Arborists Left to right Robert Amor, Trevor Lawrence, Paul Norquay, David

Grant and Shane Jeffrey. (Philip Smallman not pictured) Ty
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3.0 HISTORY OF THE AVENUE

History of the Ayenue taken from the Creswick Advertiser 1918,
(Entries made in inverted comma’s are direct quotations)
Thanks to Jack Sewell, Geoff Fiddian, Julie Baulch

Tuesday April 9

The Creswick Shire President Captain T. Parkin called a Public Meeting to be held
at the Shire Hall on April 13" to discuss the proposal for an Avenue to recognise
those who had volunteered for overseas service since the declaration of The Great
War, on Angust 4", 1914,

Monday April 15"

Thf Meeting supported the proposa)l, and resolved to call a further meeting on April
v

Tuesday April 30"

Headline - * Avenue of Honour, Creswick Shire’s Proposal, Enthusiastic Meeting”
The article provides a detailed report of the April 27" meeting.

Discussion and debate focused on:

» The location of the Avenue -

Picken’s Corner to Smeaton, start at the Show Grounds and go South towards
Kingston, old Victoria corner, Kingston towards Coffey’s corner.

“ . .the amendment , fixing the avenue between Kingston and Springmount, was
carried by a good majority.”

o The type of trees -~ Californian ¢lms, evergreen oaks.

The amendment that “... the opinion of an expert be sought...” was carried.

» The type of tree guards —

“ It was decided that the tree guards be square.”

e Who would be represented in the Avepue? ~

. all men and women from the shire who had enlisted since the war began.”

“ _.. that all who volunteered were eligible for the privilege, for they may not have
gone to the front through no fault of their own. The President remarked that the
trees would first be planted for those who enlisted in the Shire, and then all natives
who enlisted elsewhere could come in.”

¢ How to fund it? —

“ ... the motion to raise the money by voluntary contribution was then carried.” A
total of 79 pounds and 10 shilfings was promised in donations at the meeting.
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A committee was formed to represent cach District within the Shire — Mollonghip,
Rocky Lead, Mt Prospect, Eastern Hill, Kangaroo Hills, Kooroocheang,
Campbelltown, Ullina, Smeaton, Moorookyle, Green Hill, Allendale, Broomfield,
Springmount, Cabbage Tree, Kingston, Newlyn, Hollinwood,

The Presidents of all branches of the Red Cross Society throughout the Shire were
invited to join the committee.

Tuesday May 7
Notice of Committee meeting, May 8™
Tuesday May 14™

A working bee was called for May 18™, at 10am, to dig holes. Readers were advised
that 150 elins were to be planted, each with a 3 foot square guard at the cost of 15
shillings each. A ecanvass would continue for subscriptions, and families of those
serving were invited to contact the Committee Secretary, Mr W.H. Thomas of the
Kingston State School.

Tuesday May 21*

The working bee was successful, with 150 holes sunk. The Red Cross provided
refreshments.

Friday June 21*

Working bee Saturday, June 22"
« ... meet at old Victoria Corner, Kingston at 1iam ... every available helper
wanted...”

“ A meeting of the Committee ... was held in the Shire Hall on Wednesday
evening,.. It was decided that the name plates, which have come to band, be printed
in biack on a white background with name, rank and battalion to be shown, as well
as a Maltese Cross where the soldier has been killed in action ... At the working bee
... ladies are to provide the refreshments ... The first tree is to start at Victoria
corner. On Saturday carpenters will take charge of erecting the trec guards. A large
gathering is expected for the working bee.”

Wednesday June 25"
Tragically Mr H. Judson and his young son, along with the two daughters of Mr and

Mrs Sullivan drowned in Joyces Creek, when their buggy came to grief in the quick
flowing stream. This affected the aitendance at the working bee.
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Friday June 28"

* Through circumstances over which the ...Committee had no control, the working
bee for the erection of the tree guards... was not a great success,”

Friday July 5%
Another working bee tomorrow to erect the tree guards.
Tuesday July 9

Details of the committee meeting held last Wednesday. The meeting discussed plans
for tree planting day and suggested it be either late July or early Aungust. 200 names
had been registered, The cost of “... planting a tree, supplying a tree and tree
guard, name plaque and everything complete was one pound...” It was agreed that
Federal, State and local politicians be invited to attend the tree planting day.

It was reported that the working bee was attended by a“ fine crowd ».

Mounday July 22
Another excellent working bee was held with 50 tree guards transported from the

railway station. All attention is now directed to the Tree Planting Day. The Red
Cross Branches will provide refreshments.

Friday July 26"

Correspondence — to the Editor

A letter bemoaning the “ ...poor response there has been at the working bees to
crect the tree guards...” signed Unsclfish Farmer.

Tuesday August 6

Planting Day August 10" is announced. Planting to stari at 1pm. 225 trees would be
spread over two and a half miles. Refreshments will be sold at the cost of one
shilling. The politicians have been invited.

Friday August 9™

The lead article promotes the Tree Planting Day. Seven foot Canadian elms have
been selected. The Smeaton Brass band will be in atterrdance.

Tuesday August 13"
“ Honouring the Brave. Creswick Shire Avenue of Honour. Planting and Opening

Ceremony. Highly Successful Function. Immense Assemblage.”
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The weather was fine and 2 large crowd was in attendance.

There were apologies from a number of politicians and the Mayors of local
municipalities. The Creswick Mayor, Mr Wilson was ill and was represented by Cr.,
Jebb. Cr. Northcott represented the Borongh Council, Cr. Yates represented the
Shire, Cr. Stewart represented the Avenue Committee.

Captain Parkin thanked everyome for their attendance and recognised the
Secretary, W.H. Thomas for his zealous efforts and “ the Kingston Red Cross for
providing refreshments every Saturday for those who took part in the working
bees.”

He then introduced Sir Alexander Peacock, who made a lengthy speech and
declared the Planting Day open. He commented that, “ The Avenue should be a very
fine one in time to come.”

Captain Thomas Parkin then explained how the plantings were to take place. The
guards were numbered* commencing at the old Victoria corner with John Parkin as
No.1 on the east side of the road, and with A C McKinnon on the west side as No. 2,
the odd numbers being all on the east side and the even numbers on the opposite
side...”

Drains were dug, 225 trees were planted and the group adjourned to a marquee on
the north side of Cr Leishman’s property to partake of the refreshments prepared
by the local Red Cross groups.

Friday August 23"

A working bee will be held tomorrow at 1pm to plant another 25 trees.
(Our research of the Creswick Advertiser stopped with this entry)

December 18™ 1927

The Monument at the Corner of Kingston and Victoria Road was unveiled.
inscribed as follows;

SHIRE OF CRESWICK

AVENUE OF HONOUR

A TRIBUTE TO OUR MEN AND

WOMEN WHO SERVED IN

THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918

This event is referred to in Jack Graham’s book “Early Creswick ”(Graham 1987)

During the years that followed ANZAC and REMEMBRANCE Day services were
conducted at the Monument. These RSL services often involved the Kingston
Primary School.
The Avenue grew well in the rich volcanic soil. The majority of the Elms thrived,
though some died and were replaced by other species. (refer Appeadix 6)
Overtime however the Services at the monument ceased and the Elms and Plaques
were damaged, suckers grew and the Avenue fell into disrepair.
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4.0 THE YEAR 1999

February ~ The Friends was formed as a sub committee of the Kingston Community
Reereation Centre with the following goals;

1. to artend to the health of each tree

2. to clean up The Avenue

3. to restore and replace the name plaques
4. to establish a Memorial Cairn

March — informed other groups of our existence and to seek support

April — successful submission to Hepburn Shire Council for $500 to develop a
Management plan for the trees, supported by Lou Newman.

May - a Public meeting was held to ratify our aims.
June — 90 people attended our first Working Bee. We cleared all the suckers in a day.

July ~ submission drafted for Veterans Affairs funding for Cairn and supported by
Michael Ronaldson.

August ~ 1/3 of plaques were collected.

September —~ received $3,000 towards the Memorial Cairn from Veterans Affairs.
October — six arborists donated a day to assess the health of cach of the 286 trees.
November - Creswick Spring Fiesta-fliers distribnted via Primary School Show bags.

December - Kingston Show information stand. Planning for the Dinner Dance,

5.0 THE YEAR 2000

January - full on Dinner Dance planning, publicify and collecting donations for the Silent

Auction. Council puts up Avenue signs.

February - distribution of our first Newsletter with help from the Creswick Community
Centre to over 200 people.
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